
Pastor Jamie’s Sermon 
 

Good Shepherd Church, December 14, 2025 
“Even In Our Fear, We Are Called Forward” 
 
Young at Heart Message 
 
One year ago, on the Third Sunday of Advent 2024, we sat in this circle, and we imagined we 
were sitting around a pool of water. 
 
We each received a stone with a positive affirmation on it, and we tossed it into our imaginary 
pool and imagined the ripples reaching out to each of us as we did so. 
 
This year, I had a hard time coming up with something for our circle service. I prayed about it, 
and I asked God. 
 
I knew that the main sermon would be focused on Mary and her willingness to say “yes” through 
doubt, fear, shame, ridicule – you name it. 
 
On the First Sunday of Advent, we took time to name our fears before God, write them down, 
and place them into this sacred box. 
 
And I will admit that I was surprised at how well people participated. I haven’t read any of your 
fears, and I will not be reading them. But I did notice that many of you took a good amount of 
time and put some thought into your responses. 
 
And while I don’t know what those fears are, I do know that people have fears. I have fears. And 
what that tells me is that we could all probably use some affirmation that leans toward hope. 
 
So today, before we get to our main sermon, I want to take a moment to pass around this 
basket. In this basket are folded pieces of paper. Please take a piece of paper from the basket, 
but do not unfold it until it is your turn. 
 
Once everyone has a piece of paper, I’ll explain what we will be doing. 
 
Now that everyone has a piece of paper, I want to go around the circle and have us take turns 
reading our paper. Don’t open your folded piece of paper until it’s your turn. 
 
When it’s your turn, please read what is on your piece of paper. When each person is done 
reading, I want everyone to respond by saying, as enthusiastically as possible, the word “yes.” 
 
I’ll demonstrate with mine, and then we will go around the circle and repeat the process. Ready? 
 
Does God call me… even when I feel like I don’t belong? 
 
YES! 
 
(We will go around the room, so each person is able to read theirs and receive a “YES!” from 
the group.) 
 
How did that feel? 
 



The Message 
 
Thank you everyone for participating and offering one another some positive affirmations, and 
perhaps even some hope as we continue to move steadily toward Christmas. 
 
In today’s scripture passage, we have another example of a prominent figure in the Gospels 
responding in fear to the appearance of an angel. 
 
We just recently heard how Zechariah initially responded to the angel who appeared to him with 
fear. And today we hear that Mary responds in a similar way. 
 
And honestly, I think that tracks. If I were approached by an angel, I would be terrified, too. Or, 
at the very least, I would be extremely skeptical, and I would be wondering who was pranking 
me. 
 
But imagine Mary’s situation for a moment. She’s young, she’s not married, and she’s living in a 
world controlled by patriarchal systems. 
 
She’s not just casually dating Joseph. They are likely pursuing some kind of arranged marriage. 
There’s no ancient equivalent of online dating, and she certainly doesn’t have a choice about 
who she marries. 
 
So, when an angel appears and says “hi Mary. Would you like to have God’s child?” – of course 
she’s scared. She’s maybe even afraid for her life. 
 
To say “yes” to this proposal is not an easy feat. Saying “yes” to God means she’s risking her 
body, her future marriage, and even her life. 
 
Most of us would not be willing to take such a risk without, at the very least, asking some 
questions. 
 
Luckily, Gabriel does not punish her for questioning. Instead, he reassures her with a promise 
that God will intervene, and she will be protected. 
 
Mary is essentially wondering if God will be with her if she goes through this. And she believes 
that the answer is a resounding “yes.” This enables her to respond with her own “yes.” 
 
Mary moves through her fear. She doesn’t set it aside, but she moves forward faithfully despite 
her fear. 
 
Mary isn’t going into this endeavor without any fear. She’s uncertain and she can’t see exactly 
how this is going to play out just yet. But she musters up the courage to say “yes,” even in the 
unknown. 
 
Just like Mary, no one can predict the future. Most of us live our lives taking only minor risks. 
And most of us don’t want to take too many risks on a future we cannot possibly predict. 
 
And yet Mary shows us that her trust in God is stronger than her fear. Mary is living her life just 
trying to survive a world that is not easy for women. And yet, her call arrived amid her attempts 
to merely survive. 
 



I wonder how often God calls us to be brave, but we are unwilling to take the risk? Or, how often 
we are presented with an opportunity to accept God’s call, and we bravely move forward despite 
our fears? 
 
Can you think of times in your own life when you have had one or the other? I know I can. 
 
Speaking from my own experience, I know that taking risks when it feels like God is calling me 
has paid off, not just for me but, I hope also for God. 
 
I would not be here in Calgary if I had been too afraid to lean in when God was nudging me to 
make a big change in my life. And Mary would not be the mother of Jesus if she had not leaned 
in when God called her to take a radical risk. 
 
On the first Sunday of Advent, we asked what fears we are holding onto. Now, I ask you this: 
what invitation or risk are you resisting because you feel inadequate or afraid? 
 
What would it mean to say “yes,” not fearfully or timidly, but confidently, with purpose and 
courage, because you have faith in God and in yourself? 
 
In this circle today, we have received a resounding “yes” from our community and from God. 
 
May you leave here today with the echo of Mary’s words in your heart: “I am the Lord’s servant. 
Let it happen as you have said.” 
 
Go in peace to hear and respond to what God is calling for you to do, who God is calling you to 
be, or what God might be calling you to say. Amen. 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Let us pray: God of Hope, thank you for loving us and understanding when we are too afraid to 
do what you are asking of us. When we are afraid to take a risk or walk through a door you have 
opened for us, guide our feet and ease our worries. We know we may not move forward without 
fear but help us overcome our fear with courage and faithfully say “yes” to your call. In your holy 
and loving name, we pray. Amen. 
 
 
This sermon utilized the commentary by Rev. Dr. Boyung Lee  | A Sanctified Art LLC | 
sanctifiedart.org. Used with permission. 


